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Aspectivity 

All Upcoming Events  at High St Rd subject  
to field works until further notice. 

Next Meeting is on:  

Friday Feb 11th 
Twi-fli at the field (without BBQ) 

 see below — then up to  

Glen Waverley  

Primary School at  8pm 
 

4th March...deadline for next edition 

  Feb2010 

   Issue 429 

..monthly Newsletter of the Victorian Association of Radio Model Soaring Inc. 

VARMS - Fostering the Sport of Radio Controlled Soaring in Victoria 

14 Feb RCGA Thermal lg #7 RCGA TBA 

20 Feb  Scale Aerotow Haddon Fld B’rat BAMC 

21 Feb Training High St Rd VARMS 

28 Feb DLG  8.00am High St Rd F3K 

6 Mar Scale Aerotow High St Rd VARMS 

14 Mar Training + VARMS Tr High St Rd VARMS 

14 Mar DLG 8.00am High St Rd F3K 

20/21Mar VMAA Thl Champs lg 8 State Field RCGA 

26-28Mar 3 day Scale Aerotow Jerilderie R.Watkins 

28 Mar Training High St Rd VARMS 

Normal  Rules at the Field  but 

only on the 11th  4.00pm till 

8.00pm I/C and Electric Power.  
 

Then a lazy crawl up to GWPS, via 

Makka’s, to get the boring club stuff 

over and done, then we can discuss the 

good stuff ….. the new club shed   

(“Col’s Cubby”) 

A VERY BIG  

THANK-YOU 

 to all who helped with the  

very last working bee  

at the old field. 

Colin Smith Photos 
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The Keyboard 
 

Your frequency key should have your full name 
written clearly on it so that you can be easily rec-
ognised and contacted in case of a frequency 
clash. Mobile phone number on your key is a 
good idea too, in case you have departed and left 
your key in the board thus stopping somebody 
else from using that frequency. Members with 
2.4 GHz radio sets should still insert a standard 
key in the appropriate section of the keyboard. 

Please send articles and photos for  

Publication in Aspectivity to: 

Editor, Aspectivity 
 

 mhaysom@tpg.com.au  
 

Or 
 

 Colin Smith (compiler) 

colinkay@lizzy.com.au 

Editorial and Site Management Report – February 2010  
 

Hi Guys, Happy New Year; and I certainly hope that is what it will turn out to be! 

Site:  

Thanks for all the good work put in at the December working bee. So many people turning up really 

lightened the load and the container move happened, on cue, a few days later. We managed to save 

much of the roof structure and cladding, from the Shelter, which will be reused to cover (roof) the stor-

age containers now relocated on the Western boundary of the field. You may have seen many changes as 

the site preparation contractors tore into our much loved site. Our fenced off area was not disturbed but 

access into the site has been difficult sometimes and of course lots of dust.  We have survived and the 

earth moving crews will be moving on a few days after you read this! We are not really sure just where 

the Basketball Stadium will located and how large the structure will be. It seems most probable that it 

will now be sited East of the Nth/Sth centre of our field and it may be 50 – 80 metres distant.  

Because of the new more compact flying field, many of our operation rules will need to b e modified 

and vehicle access rules closely controlled.  Basically, when the final landing strip is developed, the 

glider and power pilots should be flying on the same area. There should be no vehicles driven east / west 

across any landing strip. If you must access the western side of the field, drive north along the inside of 

the boundary fence and then west at the northern fence and then turn south directly to the desired place. 

I’m sure you can work this out. We don’t need wheel ruts across the strips.  It is very important that we 

try to keep our models within the eastern and northern fence boundaries while the construction phase is 

underway. The committee expects a written incident report from the pilot of any model that crashes, or 

lands, outside of the fenced area. This report should include what you plan to do to prevent it happening 

again. Don’t be afraid to ask for help! 

Editorial: 

Keep the articles coming in, and we would like to see some occasional reports from the various factions, 

ie.  Heli, F3k, Aerotow and the loosely structured Sport Electric Glider boys. A few reviews on new or 

interesting items would not go astray either. Eg. You will see a good write up on the progress of the 

Alan Mayhew club glider project inside. 

Don’t create problems; everything is a little “up in the air” at present. Don’t get caught up in “Resistance 

to Change” worries. If you have real concerns, the place to take them is direct to a committee person and 

we, the committee, will try to allay your fears and concerns. 

Hoping to see you all soon, Max Haysom 

This would seem logical to this newsletter compiler— 

Why don't the committee BAN all cars from driving on the field, with certain exceptions, winches can be 

carried or wheeled on trolleys. Golfers lug great heavy bags for miles and miles on trolleys so why cant 

we, as modellers, design or modify our own system to get our stuff out there. T‟wood benefit all mem-

bers not having car ruts across the field. 

mailbox://C%7C/Documents%20and%20Settings/Owner/Application%20Data/Thunderbird/Profiles/brdtvhp4.default/Mail/pop.lizzy.com.au/Inbox?number=752819584
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President’s Prattle 

2010.... Welcome to a new year of soaring with VARMS. I'm sure it's going to be an interesting 
year on several fronts, but all the pieces are not in place yet, so we will have to wait to see the 
results. 
  The first meeting of the year will start with a Twi Fly at the field, from 4 till 8pm. The feild will 
operate as a  "POWER" field, so will be suitable for IC and Electric, and Aerotow. I have asked 
for a nice bit of weather for the night, but have't had a reply yet!    A normal meeting will start at 
8:30 at the primary school, where we will discuss our options on our shed, and the "Vision" we 
have for the future, and it involves gambling on our future, to some extent. A bit like buying a 
car or starting a new job really, you are never quite sure what your getting into.The committee 
have looked long and hard at the options, and now it's the memberships turn, and  we wel-
come questions and fresh ideas. In that way, we will be better prepared when the time comes 
to spend the money, and it will be a "Club" effort and not just a "Committee" one.  We have 
seen a draft copy of our lease ( called a licence) and we  are about to have a meeting to dis-
cuss various sections that may be made more suitable too us. We need to clear those matters 
up before any work is started. 
     Those that have been down to the field will notice some changes. The mower guys have 
mowed anything that could be mowed, especially over among the trees, and a grader has 
been in and levelled the tempory strip, not quite what I had in mind, but still useable none the 
less. Martin is negoting to get the main strip levelled while the grader is still on site, and I 
guess any time in the next 3 months will give plenty of time  for the grass to come up in spring, 
although it's also going to be mighty muddy in winter. I guess it's something else we will get 
used too. 
  To finish off, a couple of stories, both true 
  The first one involves someone NOT using the key board, feeling it's OK to set up without a 
key in the board. Let me tell you the guy flying on the same channel did not share the "OK" bit. 
The model survived more by good luck than good management, but the implications go much 
further.      A modern glider "off the air" can do a lot of damage, being both fast and silent, and 
with our outfield getting built on, we will not have as bigger safety buffer.   The flyer not using 
the keyboard thought "what's the odds'    well 1 in about 20 if 1 person flying, 2 in 20 if two fly-
ing and so on..... not very good odd's really, and you know what.... It created a lot of BAD 
WILL, and if the model was broken, you become the owner of a broken model, and have to 
buy a new one for the other flyer.--------------THE preceding bit is not to castigate the flyers con-
cerned, it is to highlight the "floored thinking", and be a lesson to the rest of us.   The keyboard 
is a great thing.... Providing EVERYONE uses it... 2.4g as well 
      Second story..... floored thinking again..... this time ME. 
 I ducked down the field to get the portable key board( its AWOL, anyone know where it 
is ?)  And as a shortcut, I left the front gate unlocked, and took the padlock with me.   Now...... 
If someone with one of the other locks had visited, they could have locked me in by joining the 
locks! 
    It's funny aint it.... most rules have been put there for a reason, and not following them often 
bites. 
  Looking forward to a new year with lots of aeromodelling.I  hope to share some with you 
 And don't forget some "Show and Tell" items for the meeting……... Cheers  Col 

I f you want to see what can be done with a “tin shed” then have a looksee at the Doncaster Club‟s 

clubhouse. They have really done a triffic job with the inside layout and all their outside facilities. The 

clubhouse is insignificant among the landscape and blends in very well. OK, so they have power and 

water but they are also in a much more prominent position leaving them open to vandalism and other 

nocturnal activities that take place in the carpark. It just goes to show what can be done and blended in 

to suit the landscape.  
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 VARMS Club General Meeting Friday11 December,2009 
Held at Briggs Field High Street Road Wantirna– Commencing 8.00 p.m. 

Present: President Colin Collyer , Committee members ,and Club General membership. 

Visitor – Pat Meehan – Consultant Engineer and Project Manager Consultant for Knox 

Council, on Briggs Field Basketball & Soccer Fields Project development. 

Special Club General Meeting to discuss Field development proposals. 
 

CLUB GENERAL BUSINESS 

A. – Field Development proposals 

 Colin Collyer – outline of history of negotiations to date between VARMS ,Knox Coun-

cil and other main parties involved in concept – plus further outline of Club history over 

the years and its ongoing connection with and development of Briggs Field. 

Current Knox Council proposals 

Preliminary issues. 

a) Ownership of Proposed new clubhouse “shed” – Confirmation that this structure, once 

purchased and installed on its new site, will belong entirely to VARMS 

b) Briggs Field tenure – grant of lease is very likely to be for an initial term of approx 5 

years, and will definitely be for a finite term - not on a continued month to month tenancy 

as at present . The rental for our field tenure, will be on a “peppercorn  rental” basis of 

approx $150 to $200 p.a. 

Pat Meehan –outline of Council proposals. 

Background issues 
 

i) Pressing need for basketball stadium and additional Soccer fields, in the area  New Sta-

dium to become the State basketball Centre and calls for expanded Soccer squad training 

fields, in event that Australia succeeds in its bid to host the World Soccer Federation Cup 

matches in the near future 

ii) Knox Council has had no success in search for suitable alternative flying field for our 

Club within a reasonable distance form our present site. 

iii)  Paramount need to define  and accommodate the flying operations field needs for our 

Club 

iv) Project documents are now completed, granting Knox Council a 21 year lease over the 

site and VARMS will now become a tenant of the Council; on terms far better than those 

we have enjoyed in the past, with Parks Victoria. 

New Field Flying Operations issues. 

i) The area outside the flying area defined by newly erected fences, is now a construction 

site and out of bounds to all Club members 

ii ) special protocols will have to be put in place, for recovery of any models landing out-

side the newly designated flying field boundaries 

iii) A new access road off George Street, will hopefully be completed ,by mid 2010 – meanwhile, a temporary gravel all 

weather road will be completed ,via the Western and Southern boundary of the field. A crushed rock new car park is to be 

installed by project contractors, as part of the project 

iii)  three big trees on the North East field boundary, are to removed, to accommodate the siting of the Stadium complex, on 

the field. The stadium will be of the latest design, incorporation cutting edge concepts for energy use reduction and conserva-

tion of resources. 

iv) Sewer, Power & Water facilities for the complex are to be routed via George Street, and are likely to be available for our 

Club by mid-year 2010. Access to these facilities will be likely to be at Council expense. 

v) Knox Council will grant the sum of $10k towards the anticipated $18k cost of purchase of a suitable shed for our new re-

sited Clubhouse. 
 

Member Questions on Council Proposals 

aa) Safety issues on site contractors’ use of UHF radio communications – these issues to be raised immediately ,with project 

managers, to ensure no interference with our Club model flying operations. 
 

Club Members vote on proposals. 

Near unanimous approval for Knox Council, proposals to proceed forthwith 
 

B – Club Membership raffle  

Won by Geoff Trone – full Free Club membership subscription for 2010 – Congratulations, Geoff! 

C - Club Concours D’Elegance Model Display. 

Prizes presented by Colin Collyer, to members, incl Brett Anthony, Max Mc Cullough, & Tim Moreland 

D – Club Working Bee on site, this coming weekend, to remove and re site barbecue and seating/tables facilities, ahead of 

our club shelter demolition early next week. 
 

Meeting Closed 8.55 p.m. 

Next Club General Meeting  Friday 12 February,2010 at newly re-sited flying field at Briggs Field. 

AT THE NAB 

Income V's Spending 
Between 1/12/09 and 31/01/10 

  
Income  

Bank Interest 0.38 

Fee Overpayment $296.00 

Subs 09/10 $1,978.00 

Total Income $2,274.38 

  

Expense Categories  

Administration $11.60 

     -  Membership  $11.60  

Aspectivity $110.00 

     -  Printing    $55.00  

    -  Postage   $55.00  

Bank Charges $3.00 

Briggs Field $198.67 

      -Mowing   $132.67  

      -Sanitart  $66.00  

Fee Refunds $204.00 

    - VARMS   $100.00  

    -  VMAA   $104.00  

Insurance $707.00 

   - Flying    $707.00  

Raffle Expense $30.00 

Supper/BBQ $324.68 

  

Trophies $41.96 

  

Total Expense Catego-

ries 
$1,630.91 
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Hi All…….. Happy new year to you all, this is being written to help pad out the February Aspectivity, as 
Comrad Smith tells me there is little else. ( He actually said he’d had Bu88er all from the Nationals 
Competitors !) 
 So I'm going to tell about the Aeromodeling  that took place around ME over December and January 

   December was busy, what with the ongoing field stuff, meetings, decisions, going places that were 
new to me ( and strange territory for the others dealing with Knox, Peter Cossins, Alan Mayhew and 
Max as well )  We had "gut feelings" that were guiding us, and I must admit it was a huge relief when 
the members voted their support for the 
way we are heading.  It's not over yet, 
and will be the topic of the February 
Meeting.  While all this was going on, I 
also found myself as CD for the F/F at 
the Nats, another thing I had not done 
before. It involved arranging people to 
run each days events, liasing with the 
farmer, arranging dunnys, spending 
other people's money on ladders and 
tables and other stuff, and then carting 
"other stuff" to Springhurst, along with 
camping gear, Daughter and her pal, and 
my F/F buddy, Garry Odgers. The trailer 
was full of our models, and acted as a 
mobile home on the field. The car must 
have been very close to overloaded, but 
it didn't complain, although any idea's of 
fuel economy went out the window ! 
   Again we took an un-powered site at 
Springhurst Caravan Park, and after tea the first nite, it went calm, so we headed out to the field, and 
had about 2hrs of the most ideallic weather you could wish for, 
capped off with a wonderful sunset. We were flying Open Rubber 
Models, and as the photo's show, was an opportunity not to be 
missed.         Slepped well that night 
   
 

On the field at 6am for Open Rubber... 3 x 3min flights, those getting the 9min go into a unlimited flyoff 
the next morning, , 5 in the flyoff, I came 5th with a flight of about 5 1/2 min, 4th and 3rd were only 
about 10seconds away, Garry did about 6 1/2 min for second, and Jim Christie from up north got nearly 
8min for the win. Yes, lift about at 6.45AM 

  The other big event for me was Open Power, and after getting 2 convincing max's, I got "dummped" 
from a full height launch in just over 2min, something I would not have thought possible.  Garry won by 
about 20sec in a 2 way flyoff. After it was all over, we had to clean up, pack up and head home..... tired 
but happy. 
   

WOW ! …..Check out those colours   (on the website) 

You‟re wrong...the campsite is over that way ! 
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Next up I headed over to Bordertown for the Vin-
tage Glider Rally , and again had a great 
time,  the gliders are very colourful, and unlike a 
modern glider comp, they hang around the aero-
drome, so you get to see plenty of flying.  Other 
highlights are the flying of models after tea, with a 
huge crowd of spectators, the show only stopping 
when dark arrives, and the meals supplied by the 
club members, would do credit to most eating 
houses. 
  Also heard some interesting radio chat...  "Light 
aircraft arriving at Bordertown, What are your in-
tentions?" after arriving un announced and not 
being aware of 4 gliders in close vacinity. The pi-
lot was used to arriving at a deserted Border-
town !      The Air Ambulance also annuonced " 
10 miles out" and was rather suprised at the 
amount of activity in the area.  I am totally 
amazed at how agile this turboprop aircraft is. 
  Back from there, back to work (I love work !) and 
a few domestic duties, then off to lake Narracan 
for a float flying event. The weather was not good 
Saturday, although it did suit my little model 
yacht. Sunday dawned perfect, and I had quite a 
few flights with my DH Beaver with a ST 3000 on 
ignition. Funny story..... Met a man named Doug, 
a visitor from Rosebud.. knew nuthing about 
planes, but had a nice boat with a chainsaw mo-
tor in it. Anyway's he was in everyone’s ear and 
having a great time... anyways, about 8.30 he 
says to be " Your plane is a bit durty, aren't you 
going to clean it before you fly it"     
‘NUP’, says I.... “Can I cleanse it,” says Doug... 
‘Yep, spose’, say's I, and for the next hour and a 
half he cleans and wax's it, sparkling clean as it's 
not been for a long while.... And the best bit... all 
the ribbing I got from the other flyers, wondering 
what I got that they aint! 
  

 Yep.... Model Planes keep me amused ! 
Cheers Col   

JayBee  Square  

Dance  Club 
New beginners class starting In Glen Waverley 

Girl Guide Hall, Bogong Avenue.  

Thursday February 25 at 7:00pm….$7.00 per head 

Partner preferable and slideable shoes ( not trainers) 

Ring Mike (the caller) for details: 9590 0550 
 

Come along with other VARMS members and have what 

can only be described as a bloody good evening out. Nice 

friendly folk who will aid and guide you through your mis-

takes, you will get lots of exercise , have a larf or three and 

to top it of a free tea and coffee ....cant be bad !  

Still doubtful then ring either of the club “Colin’s” for confir-

mation, cos we have a blast !. 
El Presedente hard at it at the Nats………….Geoff Trone Picture 
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A very short lived Christmas present……………..  Alex Evans 
 

It was sitting in the box since it arrived from Hobby-Lobby. I was NOT allowed to open it un-

til Christmas day. I was tempted, but - the rules of the house are such, and me being a dis-

ciplined kind of guy, played by the rules. 
 

I did open it initially to check that it is all OK, and it was NOT all OK, the fuselage was 

cracked on both sides of the canopy, and the supplier did the right thing and send me another 

one. Oh well, now I have a spare fuze. 
 

Christmas day, as you could imagine, I opened and 

pulled out all the bits, and started putting it all 

together. The bits were indeed all packaged in the 

standard individual plastic 

bags, but I was NOT terribly impressed with the 

quality of the items. The decals are stuck on, but 

not properly attached in all the places. The eleva-

tor push rod was too long and had to be trimmed. The 

rudder push rod, all the same. The amount of glue 

used inside the fuze to attach several of the compo-

nents, including the base for the main landing gear 

was just minimal (it actually came off in the first 

attempt to take off on its maiden flight). 
 

OK, enough whinging. I installed all the bits, with 

the recommended AXI 2820/10 Outrunner and the JETI 

Advanced BEC controller, loaded a 3S - 3300 m/ah as 

far forward as I could (I had to construct another battery tray from the one supplied) and 

she was ready to go. 
 

Sunday morn, 7:30 am, the last flying Sunday of 

2009, it was supposed to be a hot day, so I went in 

early (I can't tolerate anything above 24 degrees). 

There was a slight Northerly breeze. I thought I 

will fly my small Cub first, before the wind picks 

up - which will be good for this 94" Super Dimona 

glider anyway. 
 

OK, I am done playing; it is now time for the big 

test. Had a chat with Steve and Rod, they both sug-

gested I don't attempt a hand launch but try running 

it off the runway. OK - that makes sense, otherwise 

what for did I bother to have an under carriage. 

(Errr...could be the scale factor Alex ?) 
 

First attempt to take off the grass, managed to run 

about 50 feet before the wing tip got caught in the 

grass, ended up with a broken main landing gear. 

even before taking off. Second attempt, after some generous dose of epoxy (the wooden bit in-

side the fuselage was in my opinion only glued with some small amount of glue. if any at all) 

and the aluminium strut is of very soft material and bent badly. The 2nd attempt was per-

formed with an attempt to hand 

launch it, she went up and down into the ground. C.G was checked and all surfaces were ok, 

but.. 
 

This time, I decided to take off the wheels all together, install a folding prop, repair the 

cracked canopy, and went for another go. She took of nicely, did a few circles, and suddenly 

NO RADIO (I am using a 2.4 Ghz Spektrum with the 7 channel Rx), she went down. the result is 

in the picture. 
 

Thinking about it on the way home. A similar unex-

plained mishap I had with my Leftovers. the ONE com-

mon between those two models - the same AXI 2820/10 

motor which some time earlier went back to the fac-

tory for a repair. So I am thinking - maybe it heats 

up, cuts off the power to the Rx and BOOM.. 
 

I have no other explanation - because when it was 

back on ground, the radio worked again. 

It will obviously remain a mystery - but obviously I 

will NOT use this motor again, and of course - this 

was a very short lived Christmas present. I thought 

we never take photos of crashed models, this time I 

did. 

All I can do is hope for better days, Alex 
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New Contest at the Nats….Hop Step and Oops! 

Geoff Trone pic 

Max McCullough‟s Duster snapped by Colin Smith at Kilcunda 

Bruce Robinson photographs 

Barry De Kuyper‟s Duster  at 

VARMS Field 

VARMS had competitors in 

the Nationals…... BUT …. 

Nobody sent in any results 

or placings.!. The club can-

not be informed of any suc-

cess‟s or placings via this 

newsletter.  

Geoff Trone pic from the Nats 
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VORTEX  UPDATE     19/12/09 
Hi guys…..The prototype model has now had several 

sessions of flying and 5 of you have had control of 

the sticks. The attached photo shows the enlarged  V

-tail which 3 of us flew yesterday. Here is an over-

view of the model to date. 

FLIGHT REPORT 

Launch on a M35 sport winch is a moderate zoom 

which is quite satisfactory for sport flying. Launch-

ing on an open thermal winch gives a great zoom 

with no apparent bending. The spar/joiner combina-

tion is stiffer than expected so I am confident that 

those of you who have a comp. type winch are pretty 

safe to launch reasonably hard. 

Turn coordination with the bigger V-tail is good with 

very little need for opposite aileron in the turn. There 

is no apparent tip stall tendency .Straight line track-

ing needs minimal input and penetration  into wind is 

very good even though the wing loading is 9.2 Oz/ft. 

sq. This loading is also great for indicating when the 

model is in lift. Generally the model has a 

lively  feel . It can outside loop well! 

Landing is excellent. The flaps  bring the model 

down rapidly without speed build up .  The ailerons 

still maintain good control. 

Overall   I am delighted with the model at this stage. 

Those of  you who have flown it, took over the sticks 

without any problems and agreed that it was easy to 

fly. 

CORES  .   Brad  Wilman now has the details of the 

wing in his computer foam cutter and has produced 

the first set of cores. The next set will also have the 

spar cap channels cut in them. This is great  news  as 

it makes preparation of the cores for bagging much 

quicker. 

FUSELAGE .  I am now working as quickly as I can 

on the fuz mould and will keep you informed as soon 

as I have produced one. 

COST .  When I have a final model ready to go I will 

be able to give  you  a costing on the kit and details 

of the work you will need to do to complete the 

glider. 

ELECTRIC .  Some  of you are thinking of the elec-

tric launch option so  I will now put an electric motor 

into the prototype and see the result. 

VORTEX  UPDATE     25/01/10 
 I have finished the plaster moulds and can now produce 

a fiberglass fuselage. Brad Willman is cutting core sets 

so I can now provide kits. See attached photo.  

Prices.  The prices mentioned below are my initial esti-

mate and are available to the first 5 people on this mail-

ing list, who contact me to go ahead. After that I will 

have a better idea of materials and time needed, so the 

price may alter. 

The kit includes; cores with spar cap slots cut, fuselage 

ready to paint, Mylar sheet, kevlar joiner boxes, materi-

als for:- root ribs, alignment blocks and pins, joiner bar, 

v-tail balsa and push rods, wire set, carbon shear-web, 

sanding and wire groove tools and tow hook. Instruc-

toins are also included and I will show you how to do 

your part of the building. 

Where to go from here?  

Either you could, 

1)    Build from scratch.  I am happy to run demo / 

workshops for any of the building stages of the model. 

You may want to buy just a fuselage ($120), or a core 

set ($45) and do the rest yourself. The prototype balsa 

fuselage worked surprisingly well you may be happy 

with that. The material cost for this would only be $20-

$30. 

 

2)    Or build from a kit. Here is how this could work. 

Buy a kit as per the photo ($245). You then need to do a 

little work i.e. install root ribs, blocks, joiner 

boxes,  servo wires, shear webs and join the cores. See 

other photo attached. None of this work needs special 

skills, tools or equipment.  Also you can paint the Mylar 

your favorite colours and attach the v-tail to the fuse-

lage. Now return the wings and mylar to me and I will 

vacuum the carbon spar-caps and skins for you ($80 

including materials). You will then need to finish the 

LE and root ribs, cut out and tape hinge the ailerons and 

flaps add horns and install radio gear. A little more fin-

ishing off and you will soon be ready to fly 

 

If you have  any questions please contact me. I expect to 

have a production type  model at the Feb. meeting. Let 

me know if you are interested. I will supply in order of 

you contacting me. 
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Heard at Camperdown between Dad and his 6 year old 
 

“Dad, does beer make you thirsty ?”…….... “Why Son ?”……….“Well, you drink a lot of it every day” 

SIMPLE  FUSELAGE  MOULD  CONSTRUCTION                                                          Alan Mayhew 

 

The VORTEX needed a fuselage mould to move into production phase. Here is an outline of the steps I 

used to make a plaster mould of the front section. I already had a mould for the tail boom. 

1. Draw the full size shape of the side and top views  of the fuselage. #1590 

2. Glue together 2 pieces of timber such as jelutong or balsa. This provides a center line for refer-

ence. You are now ready to create the plug or replica of the final shape. 

3. Cut out the side view of the plan and glue it to the timber #1591 and cut out this shape. Now re-

peat this process for the top view. 

4. I needed to have round nose and rear sections on the plug so I sought the help of our editor who 

has a lathe available to do the job. #1594. These turned pieces are then glued to the plug. Now you 

are ready to shape. 

5. Using a PC, I created oval cross –sections templates at various points along the fuselage.#1597 

Use these to shape the plug at these points.#1592 

6. Now shape the timber between the points.#1593 

7. Add root chord templates to the plug and fill in between these. #1596 

8. After shaping and sanding I sealed the  timber with acrylic primer then painted with spray putty. I 

then sanded with wet and dry paper. 

9. The moulding process is done via a parting board which sits at the centre line of the plug. 

10. Make up a parting board supported on timber.#1598 Cut an oversized hole to accommodate the 

plug. Support the plug beneath the board so that the centerline sits adjacent to the surface of the 

board. Fill the gap between the plug and board with plaster and screed  it flush#1602  and sand 

smooth when set. 

11. Set up a dam around the plug to contain the moulding plaster.#1604 . Paint all surfaces with mould 

release agent ( PVA) then pour in Hydrocast to fill to the top of the dam. Both From Solid Solu-

tions. 

12. After the hydrocast has set, remove the parting board to reveal the other side of the plug. The proc-

ess is now repeated for the second side and Hydrocast is poured#1607. 

13. Separate the 2 halves of the mould and remove the plug. After drying,  seal the surface with a coat 

of epoxy resin. 

14. Here is the mould ready for laying up.#1608 

 

I have now made 5 fuselages with this mould and the result is good and without any deterioration of the 

mould. The final fuselage surface needs a light sand before going to  a spray-can finish. The advantage 

of this system is that if you need to make changes to the plug shape, it’s easy to do before moving to a 

more permanent mould made from epoxy and gelcoat. 

1590 1591 
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If you use Li-Po batteries 

 in a ducted fan jet  

is that Li-Po suction  

1591 

1594 

1596 

1597 

1598 

1602

1604 

1606 

1608 

Ambidextruss 

 

Amplidexerus 

 

Ambidesirous 

 

Amblidextrus 

 

 

LOOK…. 

Two Handed ! 



Feb 2010 Aspectivity 12 

 

 

Power Pilots Page 

Hi All 

As you know the Temp strip is done and looks great. 

Jeff the Forman on the construction site did it last week 

with the Big Grader, grass is already growing and 

some weeds, and we will spray them later. 

Thanks to those that helped with the smooging and the 

picking up of rocks from the strip you know who you 

are. I would like especially to thank Martin who has 

gone out of his way to help get the temp strip up and 

running From all the power guys Thanks we really did 

need something so we can keep flying and on that note 

many of the guys have now christened the strip and its 

lovely too 

 I believe we will have one of the best strips around 

when the grass returns and we do a little more smooog-

ing I recon a good strip is a asset to the club. 

Fortunately the weather has been on our side…..Max K 

Scotty McKenzie fettling 

his „Stang and electric 

ducted fan jet which can 

only be described as  

“Fan-bloody-tastic”  

Very Fast and Super Quiet 

it will would stop any  

soccer game !. 

A table with shade and a 

Dunny closeby what more 

could a flyer want ? 
 

Beer on tap and dancing girls ? 

……..next year fellas, next year!  

Bruce Robinson photos 
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This bloke phones me up and says “ Hey, Smithy, do 

you want a laugh”….me want a larf, is the pope a…. , er , 

Um  never did get that Mr Pope bit !..... 
  

Anyway, I said I did, and he then recounted what had 

happened during the morning. It seems that he was 

given a slightly bedraggled Radian to see if it was use-

ful for just stooging around. After throwing some ra-

dio gear in it that was lying around, his next task was 

to find a compatible Tranny.  

Fortunately he had one from training that had a sticky 

return spring on the elevator but reasoned he could 

cope with such trifles on a slow stooge about electric 

thermal soarer. Xtal’s were next, Tx and Rx were 

matched and inserted into the Tranny and Receiver 

and tested …...all OK, so off to the Doncaster field 

with a freshly charged lipo for a bit of a bung. 

Well it went great...not the worlds fastest climb-rate 

but not too shabby either. A bit more stick twiddling 

and it was put through its paces ….loops, rolls, yes the 

radian does a passable roll on rudder elevator, and just 

for fun, a series of stall turns when, all of a sudden, 

there was no response from the model. Sticks were 

waggled furiously as it started down wind on its own 

course !!!!   Tranny turned off then back on quickly just 

in case ……..…..Nothing!…...and then a tree jumped out 

and grabbed it in mid-air !!!!........ Bumma.!. 

Over he went to pick up the bits. The gear was 

checked out but strangely nothing was working. “Ah 

well” he says,” Lets pick up the bits, go back to the 

workshop and have a bit of a think.” Picks up Transmit-

ter and sees hole in the back. ….Hmm….that’s odd …. 

NO CRYSTAL !!! 

No wonder it had gone flyabout. OK, so we started 

with one and let’s check where we were standing and 

believe it or not, there was the crystal in its container 

lying where it had fallen. ( nice lawn at Doncaster club)
Pop it back in and all was 100% OK. 

 The Radian had head-butted Terra Firma and required 

nasal remodification. Using the time honoured method 

of immersing it in boiling hot water he has since 

straightened it to a presentable level. 
 

Now the reason for this saga finding its way into these 

illustrious pages is just to prove that accidents can 

happen and usually over the most stupid of things.  
 

They can also happen to probably one of the most 

safety conscious member that we have….... 

Blimey, he has to be….… he trained most of you ! 
 

Don’t just think safety ...Double check and if your Tx 

has a crystal in the back, a piece of tape might just 

give you that peace of mind. 

Varms Trophy 6th of December 

2009 
 

This VARMS trophy we all tried our best to 

see how we measured up against the  

League of Silent Flight (LSF) requirements 

for Level 1. The level 1 thermal tasks in-

clude flights of 5.00 minutes, and landings 

within 3.0 meters of the target spot. So the 

target time for the day was set at 5 minutes 

15 seconds (a few pilots opted for shorter 

times) and the measuring tape was stretched 

out on the grass for landings. Variable wind 

direction and thermal activity saw most 

people struggling to get consistent flights 

but there were a fair few flights over 5 min-

utes, and a scattering of landings within the 

three meters. Scores were calculated in two 

ways: sum of time difference from the tar-

get time, and sum of distances to the land-

ing spot. Summing up the scores were: 

 

Time Scores in seconds lowest score wins: 

 

Alan Mayhew (29 seconds), Phillip Rechter 

(149), James Gleeson(151), Phil Nolan

(188), Geoff Trone(191), Henk Van De 

Kerkhof (194), David Pratley(231), Gerry 

Carter(237), Robert Kassel(266), Peter Cos-

sins (292), Bruce Clapperton (324), Rod 

Hurren(408), Lew Rodman(417), Steve 

Tester(575) 

 

Landing Scores in Meters, lowest score 

wins. 

 

Bruce Clapperton (10), David Pratley (17), 

Phil Nolan (18), Gerry Carter(24),Alan 

Mayhew(31), Rod Hurren(36),Phillip 

Rechter(36),Peter Cossins(37),Lew Rod-

man(38),Steve Tester(38),Geoff Tron

(39),James Gleeson(42),Henk Van De 

Kerkhof(48), Robert Kassel(60) 

 

If you are interested in challenging yourself 

and achieving the level 1 standard for LSF. 

Print out the “level” paperwork from  

http://www.lsfaustralia.org.au/levels.html  

and bring it along to a training morning, 

VARMS trophy, or slope soaring event and 

show us your stuff. Membership is free for 

the LSF so there is no excuse!!!!! 

http://www.lsfaustralia.org.au/levels.html
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 VARMS Trophy 2010 
  

VARMS trophy is on again for 2010  

re-starting on Sunday 14th March at 1.00pm. 

  

The VARMS trophy is a series of low key, 

fun competitions for two channel, two meter 

gliders, or entry level electric models. Begin-

ners are more than welcome and will learn a 

lot about catching thermals, model trim, fly-

ing a target time, landing on the spot and 

laughing when the “experts” get it very 

wrong. If the wind is blowing, we may go 

slope soaring instead, so please get your 

name on my list of interested people  

so I can contact you the day before. 

 Dates for 2010 are as follows: 

 14th March  

          11th April 

                   16th May 

                            20th June 

  

If you are interested, please get in touch with  

Bruce Clapperton    

bruce.clapperton@boschrexroth.com.au  

Mobile 0438 644 867.  

UPCOMING EVENT 
18 to 21 March 2010 -  

Australia's Centenary of Flight  

Houdini Celebrating 100 Years  

On 18 March 1910 Harry Houdini made the first 

powered controlled sustained flight of an  

aircraft in Australia at Digger's Rest. 

20 March (Saturday) 2010  

Houdini Centenary Air Show  
Displays of restored aircraft  

and vintage and rally cars.  

9.00 am to 5.00 pm at Melton Airfield.  

The air show will start at 11.00 am.  

http://centenaryairshow.com/home 

STOP PRESS 
Point cook air pageant  

28 Feb  
www.airforce.gov.au/raafmuseum 

 

Check it out ...you‟ll be surprised 

Ricochet Slope News……...  

I know that a Slope Rico will fly with only one aileron 

working cos I did it myself at Camperdown a few years 

ago.  

I now know that if you forget to connect the wings to-

gether with a lacker band on a Sport Rico it will still 

fly……. 

OK, so it started to do peculiar things but that was attrib-

uted to the pilot who is well know for his somewhat 

strange stick imputs on occasions…... but it wasn't until 

he landed it safely that Old Grassy found the real reason 

for his strange behavior…….. Good planes Rico’s 

A Couple of Boneheads seen at Cobram (I think ?)  

Iff anybody has a better caption please send it in for all to enjoy 

Did you ever notice that 

when you blow in a dog's 

face, he gets mad at you, 

but when you take him 

for a car ride, he sticks his 

head out the window?   

What disease did cured 

ham actually have?   

If a deaf person has to go to court, is it still called a hearing?   

mailto:bruce.clapperton@boschrexroth.com.au
http://www.melton.vic.gov.au/page/Page.asp?Page_Id=1493&h=-1
http://www.melton.vic.gov.au/page/Page.asp?Page_Id=1493&h=-1
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Any problems with the field ring  

Martin “Grass”  Hopper 
9873 8256 

 

 

Our special thanks to Kelly and Ian Costello 

from 

Bakers Delight at The Glen Shopping Centre 

Glen Waverley 

 

And also to Bruce Robinson for collecting and 

bringing it all to the meetings each month. 
 

Training Dates  
21 Feb, 14 Mar, 28 Mar, 11 Apr, 25 Apr 

 

Training Radio Frequencies are:  641   643   645 
 

VARMS Training is kindly sponsored by  

Hyperion Australia  

Mowing Roster 

  Feb Mar Apr 

Bruce Robinson 9887 8996 *   

Graeme Hollis 9739  4886    *   

Ross Peasley 9877 2215  *  

Robert Kassell 9795 1330     *  

Henri Wohlmuth 9764 1921   * 

Jim Baker 9803 2185      * 

One only light exterior ply "Coffin" 1800 X 460 X 300 
suitable for roof rack transport of models or unwanted 
wives, children etc. Removeable top. Var-

nished.  Free to a good home if it is to be used as 

opposed to firewood. 
  

Good condition Nilfisk vacuum cleaner. C/w hose, 
spare bags, spare filters etc……..  $30 
  

David Hipperson   Tel: 9728 4889 

So Paddy asks.  
 

"Why do scuba divers always fall 

backwards off their boats?" 
 

To which Murphy replies,  

"Well, if they fell forwards, they'd 

still be in the flippin' boat !"  

Geoff Moore ( Heliport) 9802 2044 

Max Koludrovic (Runways and Pits) 

A new year and a new strip albeit a temporary one, 

and consequently the mowing roster has been revised. 

The field will now be mown separately from the strip 

and pits area which is being handled by a team organ-

ized by Max Koludrovic. Geoff Moore is keeping the 

Teliport terminal functioning.  

Lack of rain has hampered things but we ask you to 

bear with us, because it is only a temp strip after all 

and we will get the main thing up and running ASAP. 

However, with third parties being involved, commu-

nication isn't always what we would like and they 

have the big toys we would love to use to speed 

things along.  

Now if anybody knows the whereabouts of a Light-

weight Diamond Harrow that we could borrow, tem-

porarily remove or even buy cheaply please let me 

(Grassy) know. That would save the volunteer club 

members heaps of time and work etc etc and that’s 

who are doing it….volunteers …...so please be a bit 

patient or better still join the group and get down and 

dirty to aid all the club.  
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All material published in Aspectivity is the copyright of the author of the article. 
Opinions expressed in Aspectivity may not represent the views of VARMS Inc. the Editor, or the 
Printer. 
VARMS Inc., the Editor and the Printer accept no responsibility for the accuracy of the content. 

 

 

VARMS  Web Site :   http:// www.varms.org.au—For up to date info on VARMS 
 
Current Members:                        If you change your address, please notify the Registrar and VMAA, 
                                                                      so that we can  maintain the correct addressing of this Newsletter. 
Potential Members:              If you are interested in joining VARMS, or learning more about our     
                                                                                                                      activities, please contact the Secretary, or other Committee member. 
 

 
 
VARMS (Inc.) was formed in 1968 to get together aero-modellers who were interested in    building and flying 
radio controlled gliders.  Members fly at many places, but have a home field on High Street Road, Wantirna 
South (Melways Map 72, C1), where training classes are free to all and are held on Sunday mornings, generally on 
a fortnightly basis.  Exact dates and times are posted on the field entrance gate.   

VARMS Training is kindly sponsored by Hyperion Australia. 
 

VARMS organises regular competitions in both Slope and Thermal Soaring, for many kinds of radio controlled 
gliders, ranging from fun-fly models to competition models and scale replicas. 
 

General Meetings are held on the SECOND FRIDAY of each month (except January) -  at the Glen Waverley Pri-
mary School Hall, in High Street Road, Glen Waverley (next to McDonalds on the corner of High Street Road and 
Springvale Rd.).  Meetings start at 8:00 pm and visitors are welcome.  Formalities are usually followed by lively 
discussions on matters of interest to all modellers and a  light supper, supplied by Bakers Delight, The Glen Shop-
ping Centre 

Victorian Association of Radio Model Soaring Inc. 
Organisation No. A0001504U 

 
Affiliated with the  Federation Aeronautique Internationale  (FAI) 

The World Air Sports Federation 

President   Colin Collyer...........................................................9561 9097 
  Secretary   Roger Stevenson....................................................9830 8293 
 Treasurer   Ian Pearson ...........................................................5996 5019 
 Contest Director  Alan Mayhew.............................................9887 7885 
 Editor / Site Manager  Max Haysom...................................9801 3899 
  Ordinary Member Martin Hopper.......................................9873 8256 
 Registrar   Bruce Clapperton...................................................9803 3108 
Heli Group Rep  Steven Malcman………………….……………...9884 0614  
Sport Power Rep  Chris Kurdian..........................................9762 0714 
Webmaster Steve Tester………………………………………………...9724 9728 

If undelivered return to: 
VARMS Inc. 
P.O. Box 4096 
KNOX City Centre VIC  3152 
 

    

 
        
 

 


